From: Lori Padilla <pmlori62@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 22, 2025 6:46 PM
To: Hay, Craig, ALTSD <craig.hay@altsd.nm.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed Rule 9.2.25 NMAC
Importance: High
 
	
	You don't often get email from pmlori62@gmail.com. Learn why this is important
	


CAUTION: This email originated outside of our organization. Exercise caution prior to clicking on links or opening attachments.
Dear Mr. Hay,
 
Please see my comments/suggested edits on proposed Rule 9.2.25 NMAC.  I believe the current draft is not adequate and would appreciate strong consideration of my suggested edits.  Please let me know how I will receive an answer to some of my questions.  Thank you.  Lori Padilla, Kinship Caregiver & Licensed Professional Clinical Mental Health Counselor
 
· 9.2.25.6 OBJECTIVE
· Remove the sentence Program navigators will provide information and referrals, including legal assistance and monthly economic support through program partners and place it under section 9.2.25.8 ADMINISTRATION prior to the sentence that reads The department shall provide for navigators to assist with the following tasks:
· 9.2.25.7 DEFINITIONS
· Add definitions (or examples) for Partners, State Agencies, Members of the Business Community, Community Organizations, Nonprofit Organizations, and Area Foundations.  These are all referred to in the next section and it would be helpful to have this information. 
· 9.2.25.8 ADMINISTRATION
· What does department shall provide for navigators to assist with the following tasks mean?
· Change B to read:  assist families with completion and processing of pilot program applications.
· Change D to read:  assist participants with identifying, accessing, and maintaining public assistance programs or other resources;
· Change E to read:  assist participants with identifying, accessing, and obtaining legal assistance, which shall include using legal assistance contractors;
· 9.2.25.9 PARTICIPANT ELIGIBILITY
· Under A (3) add or who regularly receives support services in so the whole statement reads:  resides in or regularly receives support services in one of the participating counties;  This is especially important in our rural state where so many have to travel to obtain adequate support services.
· Change A (4) to read:  has completed a department-created application and provided information regarding the kinship caregiver’s household including but not limited to the number of children under their kinship care and the special needs of the children (with adequate documentation: families with children born substance exposed or were exposed to substances/trauma as a child to be given priority consideration)  Note:  Income consideration should not be referenced as an eligibility because it is the Program Partner or Foundation who is determining that eligibility criteria.  Based on what the rule states in B of this section, the State has no say on income eligibility.  We need to be especially careful of this now that some of my families’ Medicaid assistance has been reduced due to the Federal cuts. 
· Remove C completely.  Adding reference to immigration status just convolutes and distracts from the critical eligibility requirements.
· 9.2.25.10 SELECTION OF PARTICIPATING COUNTIES
· A – How is ALTSD determining the number of kinship families in each county?  What data are they using?
· B – Remove reference to this criteria because ALTSD isn’t the entity that’s determining eligibility for financial support and ALL kinship families face financial hardship and social barriers so this isn’t a good criteria.
· C – change Program Partners to the number of existing program partners that are currently supporting kinship families
· 9.2.25.12 CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY, TERMINATION, AND PROGRAM LIMITS
· B isn’t clear.  Maybe add at the end of the sentence within the three years of pilot program existence.
· 9.2.25.13 NOTICE
· Move current A verbiage to B and change A to read upon approval of application
 
· Suggestion for ALTSD:  Create, maintain, and post on ALTSD a list of participating counties, program partners, and resources once the program’s been established.

